25B ° JE/R3e MERY

1.00:03-00:58 Picture 1 - The Revelation

of Jesus given to John the prophet. Use
picture 1 to give a summary of the previous
lesson (Rev. 1-11).

2.01:00-02:11 Picture 2 - (A) After the
_____trumpets, John stops the drumbeat of
sevens with a series of visions that he calls
___".Theword literally means "____
and these chapters are full of them. These
visions explore the message of the open
__in greater depth. The first one reveals
the cosmic spiritual __ that lay behind
the suffering of the _ churches under
_____persecution. It's a manifestation of
that ancient ___ that began in
_____chapter 3. The serpent, who
represents the source of all evil, is
depicted hereasa . It attacks a
woman and her seed. They represent the
_____and his . Then the Messiah
defeats the dragon through his ____and
_____andit's cast to earth. There the
dragon inspires hatred and persecution of
the Messiah's people. But they will
_____thedragon by ____ his influence, even
ifit __ them. (B) John's trying to show the
churches that neither Rome nor any other
nation or human is the real enemy.
Question: Who is the real enemy?

3.02:16-04:02 Picture 3 - John's next

vision retells the story of the same conflict,
but this time in the earthly symbolism of
____animal visions. John sees two
_____empowered by the . One of them
represents national _ power that
conquers through violence. The other
beast symbolizes the _ propaganda
machine that exalts this power as divine.
(B) And these beasts demand full
allegiance from the nations and that's
symbolized by taking the mark of the beast
and his number, ___ , on the forehead or
hand. John's making a clear __ Old
Testament reference here. First of all, this
mark is the anti-_____. The writing on the
forehead in hand, it's a clear reference to
the Shema, an ancient Jewish ____ of
allegiance to God that's found in the Book
of . This prayer also was written on
the _ and___ asasymbol of devoting
all your thoughts and actions to the one
true God. (C) Read Deut. 6:4-8 and
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mention the similarities. (D) But now, the
rebellious nations demand their own
allegiance and they force everyone to
decide who they will follow. Then there's
the number of the beast, which has
fascinated readers for thousands of
years. But this was not a mystery to
John. He spoke Hebrew and Greek. And
Hebrew letters were also numbers.
Question: Use picture 3 to explain what
John meant with “666”. Use keywords as
Nero Caesar, Beast, ancient pattern,
Daniel, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome.

4.04:06-04:56 Picture 4 - Standing

opposed to the beastly nations and the
dragon is another . It'stheslain
He's with his ___ who have given their
lives to follow him. And from the New
Jerusalem, their song of victory goes out to
the nations and what John calls "the
_____gospel". And they call everyone to
_____and to worship God and to come out
of __ that will fall. Its days are numbered.
Then John sees a vision of final . It's
symbolized by two harvests. (1) One is a

harvest of as King Jesus comes
to gather up his faithful people to .(2)
The other is a harvest of wine t

represents humanity's intoxication with
__. They are taken to the winepress and
. Now, throughout all these sign
visions, John is placing a stark choice
before the churches. Will they
____the lure of Babylon and follow the
Lamb? Or willthey _ the beast and
suffer its defeat?

5.05:00-06:02 Picture 5 - Now that the
choice is clear, John replays a final cycle
of ___ divine judgments, symbolized as
pouring out __ bowls. Now we know from
the Lamb's scroll and from the sign visions
that many among the nationsdo . But
asthe __ plagues are repeated and
poured out through the bowls, there are
many people who do not repent. They
resist and curse God just like . And so
it all leads up to the 6th bowl as the dragon
and the beast, they gather the
____togetherto make __ against God's
people in a place called . (B) What
does Armageddon literally refer to? What
could Armageddon also mean? (C) This
BP lesson explains that there could be
different views on the meaning of
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Armageddon, but either way, John's clearly
taken images from the book of Ezekiel
about God's battle with Gog. Fill in: Gog
was Ezekiel's ___ ofthe ___ nations
gathered before God to face his . And
that's what comes inthe _ bowl. It's the
fourth and final depiction of the _ of the
Lord when evil is ____among the nations
once and for all.

6.06:06-07:25 Picture 6 - Now, John has

fully unpacked the message of the Lamb's
unsealed scroll. And now he goes back to
expand on three key themes that he's
introduced earlier: (1) the fallof ____ , (2)
the _ battle to defeat evil, and (3) the
arrival of the new . And each one of
these exploresthe __ coming of God's
kingdom froma ___ angle. So first, the fall
of Babylon. An angel shows John a
stunning woman who's dressed likea
but she's drunk with the ___ of the martyrs
and of all innocent people. She's riding the
_____beast from the sign visions. It's a
symbol of the nations. And she's
called , the . Now, the detailed
symbols of this vision, they would be very
clear to John's ___ readers. He's
personifying the and power of
the Roman Empire. But he's also doing
more. In this vision, John has blended
together words and images from every
single  Testament passage about the
downfall of ancient Babylon, Tyre and
Edom. John's showing how Rome is simply
the __ version of the Old Testament
archetype of humanity in __ against
___. They come together and form
nations that exalt their own economic and
military security intoa _____god. This isn't
something limited to the orthe .
It's a portrait of the human ____ throughout

. And will come and go, leading
up to the day when Jesus returns to
replace Babylon with his .

7.07:30-09:08 Picture 7 - But how will
Jesus' kingdom come? Up to this point, the
day of the Lord has been depicted as a
day of fire or earthquake or harvest and
now it's depicted as afinal ____and it's
told twice. It results in the vindication of the
martyrs. Now John takes us back to the
_____bowl where the nations were gathered
togetherto _ God. And all of a sudden,
_____appears. He'sthegreat _____ . He's
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the __ of God riding on a white horse
and he'sready to ___ the world's evil, but
pay attention! He's covered with
_____before the battle even . And
that's because it's his . And his only
weapon isthe _ of his mouth. It's an
image adapted from . John's telling us
that Armageddon willnotbea .
Rather, the same Jesus who shed his own
blood for his enemies now comes
proclaiming ___ . He will hold accountable
those who refuseto ____ of the ways that
they participate in the ruin of God's
____world and the destructive hellfire that
they've unleashed in God's world justly
becomes their own God-appointed destiny.
(B) After this, John sees a vision of Jesus'
followers who have been ___ by Babylon.
And they're brought back to life and they
____with the Messiah for ___ years. (C)
Then after this, the ___ who inspired
humanity's rebellion against God rallies the
nations of the world together to
_____against God's kingdom. But before
God's throne of justice, they all face the
consequences of eternal . And so the
forces of spiritual evil and everyone who
doesn't want to participate in God's
kingdom are ___ They're given what they
want: to exist themselves and
___themselves. And so the dragon and
Babylon and all who choose them are
_____quarantined, never again able to
____God's ____ creation.

8.09:12-09:43 Picture 8 - Now, there's a lot
of debate about the relationship of the
1,000 years to these two battles. (A) What
are the different views on the 1000 years
period? (mention two) (B) According to this
lesson, whichever view you take, the main
point is clear. What is the main point?

9.09:46-10:56 Picture 9 - The book
concludes with a final vision of the
marriage of heaven and earth. An angel
shows John a stunning _____ that
symbolizes the new ___ that has come
foreverto _ God and his covenant
. God announces that he's come to
live with humanity _ and that he's
making all things ____. This place is a new
heavens and earth, a restored creation
that's ___ of the pain and evil of
___history. It'salsoa____Garden of
Eden, the paradise of ____life with God.
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But it's not simply a return back to the
garden. It'sastep ___ into a new
Jerusalem, a great city where human
____and all their ____work together in
peace and harmony before . And
then, the most surprising twist of all, there's
no ___ building in the new creation
because the __ of God and the Lamb
that were once ___ to the temple now
permeate every _ of the new world. And
there's a new humanity there, ____ the
calling placed on them all the way back on
page  of the Bible: to rule as God's
_ ,to___ together with God in taking
this creationinto __and uncharted .
And so ends John's apocalypse and the
epic storyline of the whole Bible.

10.11:01-11:39 Picture 10 - John did not

write this book as a secret __ for you to
decipherthe _ ofJesus' __ .lt'sa
___vision that brought hope and
challenge tothe ___ first century churches
and every ____ of Christians since. It
reveals history's _ _and God's ____ that
every human kingdom eventually becomes
____and must be resisted inthe _ of
the slain Lamb. But there's a promise that
Jesus who loved and died for this world will
not let Babylongo . He will return one
day toremove ___ fromhis ___ world
and make all things . And that is a
promise that should motivate ___ in every
generation of God's people until the
_____returns.

11. Use 1 picture to share 1 thing you have
learned from this lesson about God the
Father/Son/Holy Spirit.

12. Scripture reading:
Deut. 6
Revelation 21:1-8; 22:12-21
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpnIrbq2bKo&list=PLH0Szn1yYNecanpQqdixWAm3zHdhY2kPR&index=32
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QlhNOVaY-E&list=PLE-R0uydm0uMPY7cu-kuEkcPHAM0M9Cby&index=31
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rs7iFw-0E5k&list=RDCMUCoq4W0bLI28a17qPtZ5x1pQ&index=27
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[Q1]
00:03
The Revelation of Jesus given to John the prophet.
00:06
In the first video, we explored how John composed this
apocalyptic prophecy
00:10
as a circular letter to seven churches in Asia Minor to
challenge and comfort these Christians
00:15
who were suffering from apathy and persecution under the
Roman Empire.
00:19
We also encountered John's main symbol for Jesus: the slain
Lamb
00:23
who conquered his enemies by dying for them.
00:26
He is the one who opens up the scroll containing God's
purposes to bring his kingdom on earth as in heaven.
00:33
The scroll's opening brought warning judgments like the
plagues of Egypt.
00:37
And like Pharaoh, the nations do not repent.
00:39
And then John introduced the multi-ethnic army of the Lamb
00:43
and the opened scroll revealed their strange mission.
00:46
It's to follow the Lamb
00:47
by bearing witness to God's justice and mercy before the
beastly nations, even if it kills them.
00:53
And they will conquer the beast by laying down their lives, just
like the Lamb.
00:58
And this will move the nations to repentance.

[Q2]
01:00
In the remainder of the book,
01:01
John will fill out his portrayal of this beast and his war on
God's people and how the whole story ends.
01:08
After the seven trumpets, John stops the drumbeat of sevens
with a series of visions that he calls "signs".

01:14
The word literally means "symbols"
01:16
and these chapters are full of them.
01:18

These visions explore the message of the open scroll in
greater depth.
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01:22

The first one reveals the cosmic spiritual battle

01:25

that lay behind the suffering of the seven churches under
Roman persecution.

01:30

It's a manifestation of that ancient conflict that began in
Genesis chapter 3.

01:35

The serpent, who represents the source of all evil, is depicted
here as a dragon.

01:40

It attacks a woman and her seed.

01:43

They represent the Messiah and his people.

01:45

Then the Messiah defeats the dragon through his death and
resurrection and it's cast to earth.

01:50

There the dragon inspires hatred and persecution of the
Messiah's people.

01:54

But they will conquer the dragon by resisting his influence,
even if it kills them.

01:59

John's trying to show the churches that neither Rome nor any
other nation or human is the real enemy.

02:05

There are dark spiritual powers at work

02:08

and Jesus' followers will announce Jesus' victory

02:11

by remaining faithful and loving their enemies just like the
slain Lamb.

[Q3]
02:16
John's next vision retells the story of the same conflict,
02:19
but this time in the earthly symbolism of Daniel's animal
visions.
02:23
John sees two beasts empowered by the dragon.
02:25
One of them represents national military power that conquers
through violence.
02:29
The other beast symbolizes the economic propaganda
machine that exalts this power as divine.
02:35
And these beasts demand full allegiance from the nations
02:38
and that's symbolized by taking the mark of the beast and his
number, 666, on the forehead or hand.
02:45
Now, this is an infamous image
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02:47

and you won't discover its meaning by reading news
headlines.

02:51

John's making a clear Hebrew OIld Testament reference here.
02:54

First of all, this mark is the anti-Shema.

02:57

The writing on the forehead in hand, it's a clear reference to
the Shema,

03:01

an ancient Jewish prayer of allegiance to God that's found in
the Book of Deuteronomy.

03:05

This prayer also was written on the forehead and hand
03:08

as a symbol of devoting all your thoughts and actions to the
one true God.

03:13

But now, the rebellious nations demand their own allegiance
03:16

and they force everyone to decide who they will follow.
03:19

Then there's the number of the beast, which has fascinated
readers for thousands of years.

03:23

But this was not a mystery to John.

03:26

He spoke Hebrew and Greek.

03:27

And Hebrew letters were also numbers.

03:30

If you spell the Greek words "Nero Caesar" and the word
"Beast" in Hebrew, each one amounts to 666.

03:38

Now, John isn't saying that Nero was the only fulfillment of this
vision.

03:42

Nero is just a recent example of the ancient pattern set out by
Daniel,

03:46

that the nations become beasts when they exalt their own
power

03:50

and economic security as a false god and then demand total
allegiance.

03:55

So Babylon was the beast in Daniel's day.

03:57

But that was followed by Persia, followed by Greece and now
Rome in John's day.

04:02

And so it goes for any later nation that acts in the same way.

[Q4]
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Standing opposed to the beastly nations and the dragon is
another king.

04:10

It's the slain Lamb.

04:11

He's with his army who have given their lives to follow him.
04:15

And from the New Jerusalem, their song of victory goes out to
the nations

04:18

and what John calls "the eternal gospel".

04:21

And they call everyone to repent and to worship God and to
come out of Babylon that will fall.

04:27

Its days are numbered.

04:29

Then John sees a vision of final judgment.

04:31

It's symbolized by two harvests.

04:33

One is a good harvest of grain as King Jesus comes to gather
up his faithful people to himself.

04:38

The other is a harvest of wine grapes.

04:41

It represents humanity's intoxication with evil.

04:44

They are taken to the winepress and trampled.

04:47

Now, throughout all these sign visions, John is placing a stark
choice before the seven churches.

04:53

Will they resist the lure of Babylon and follow the Lamb?
04:56

Or will they follow the beast and suffer its defeat?

[Q5]
05:00
Now that the choice is clear, John replays a final cycle of
seven divine judgments,
05:04
symbolized as pouring out seven bowils.
05:07
Now we know from the Lamb's scroll and from the sign visions
that many among the nations do repent.
05:13
But as the Exodus plagues are repeated and poured out
through the bowls,
05:17
there are many people who do not repent.
05:19
They resist and curse God just like Pharaoh.
05:22
And so it all leads up to the 6th bowl as the dragon and the
beast, they gather the nations together
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05:28

to make war against God's people in a place called
Armageddon.

05:32

This refers to a plain in northern Israel where many battles
were fought by Israel against invading nations.

05:38

And some people think that this sixth bowl refers to an actual
future battle.

05:42

Other people think that it's a metaphor for God's final justice
on evil.

05:46

Either way, John's clearly taken images from the book of
Ezekiel about God's battle with Gog.

05:52

Gog was Ezekiel's symbol of the rebellious nations gathered
before God to face his justice.

05:57

And that's what comes in the seventh bowl.

05:59

It's the fourth and final depiction of the day of the Lord
06:02

when evil is defeated among the nations once and for all.

[Q6]
06:06
Now, John has fully unpacked the message of the Lamb's
unsealed scroll.
06:10
And now he goes back to expand on three key themes that
he's introduced earlier:
06:15
the fall of Babylon,
06:16
the final battle to defeat evil,
06:18
and the arrival of the new Jerusalem.
06:20
And each one of these explores the final coming of God's
kingdom from a different angle.
06:25
So first, the fall of Babylon.
06:27
An angel shows John a stunning woman who's dressed like a
queen
06:31
but she's drunk with the blood of the martyrs and of all
innocent people.
06:36
She's riding the dragon beast from the sign visions.
06:39
It's a symbol of the rebellious nations.
06:41
And she's called Babylon, the prostitute.
06:44
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Now, the detailed symbols of this vision, they would be very
clear to John's first readers.

06:49

He's personifying the military and economic power of the
Roman Empire.

06:53

But he's also doing more.

06:54

In this vision, John has blended together words and images
from every single Old Testament passage

07:00

about the downfall of ancient Babylon, Tyre and Edom.
07:04

John's showing how Rome is simply the newest version
07:07

of the Old Testament archetype of humanity in rebellion
against God.

07:11

They come together and form nations that exalt their own
economic and military security into a false god.

07:17

This isn't something limited to the past or the future.

07:20

It's a portrait of the human condition throughout history.
07:23

And Babylons will come and go,

07:25

leading up to the day when Jesus returns to replace Babylon
with his kingdom.

[Q7]
07:30
But how will Jesus' kingdom come?
07:32
Up to this point, the day of the Lord has been depicted as a
day of fire or earthquake or harvest
07:37
and now it's depicted as a final battle and it's told twice.
07:41
It results in the vindication of the martyrs.
07:43
Now John takes us back to the sixth bowl where the nations
were gathered together to oppose God.
07:48
And all of a sudden, Jesus appears.
07:50
He's the great hero.
07:51
He's the Word of God riding on a white horse
07:54
and he's ready to conquer the world's evil, but pay attention!
07:58
He's covered with blood before the battle even begins.
08:01
And that's because it's his own.
08:03

i IXEREEZE MM E LEENE
m, H—RAREFCL+EN 8" .
XERUEEFFEHIEZR, X1TLA
WA "BReXKEE" .

SR, L9MRSE—HIEE NO%ES
RSBHAXITERR, AHIEES
FENESFMEFLAOUAMNT. &
Bat, EXTRRE, HEEHY
FRIEXTHELE. HBMIUKRL
[N FSBEEESGER, BiliEE
E2, ZOHREINPFEHAIASE
ELRRIRFERE.

MIERGEER, E—IX—1
BEFNEFENIR "#" NE
K, XK T AXRBEREHE,
BEC—HFNFETZEXRENR
%, BRRE, EIERERER, Y
EREYCELLE.

[Q7]
(BERESFHNE SN TFIENE? 12

SAHlE, "ENBEF" —ERESHK
Feim 7 K. ERIIRERE]. EiX
B, BABHEENRE—HRRLZ
k. SREHENBEENXFTRE
JE. 9B wEE "HRBE" /Y
RYE, IESSFERSERTEEE
ik, HRERSRALWIM Y. fRHFRAIZR
i, EMHNE, BEAD L, H#F
ERRER. BEFER, FARTT




And his only weapon is the sword of his mouth.

08:06

It's an image adapted from Isaiah.

08:08

John's telling us that Armageddon will not be a bloodbath.
08:11

Rather, the same Jesus who shed his own blood for his
enemies now comes proclaiming justice.

08:17

He will hold accountable those who refuse to repent

08:19

of the ways that they participate in the ruin of God's good
world

08:23

and the destructive hellfire that they've unleashed in God's
world

08:27

justly becomes their own God-appointed destiny.

08:30

After this, John sees a vision of Jesus' followers who have
been murdered by Babylon.

08:34

And they're brought back to life and they reign with the
Messiah for 1,000 years.

08:39

Then after this, the dragon who inspired humanity's rebellion
against God

08:43

rallies the nations of the world together to rebel against God's
kingdom.

08:47

But before God's throne of justice, they all face the
consequences of eternal defeat.

08:52

And so the forces of spiritual evil

08:54

and everyone who doesn't want to participate in God's
kingdom are destroyed

08:58

They're given what they want: to exist by themselves and for
themselves.

09:03

And so the dragon and Babylon and all who choose them are
eternally quarantined,

09:08

never again able to corrupt God's new creation.

[Q8]
09:12
Now, there's a lot of debate about the relationship of the 1,000
years to these two battles.
09:16
There are some who think it refers to a literal chronological
sequence:
09:20
Jesus' return, followed by a thousand-year kingdom on earth
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called the Millennium,

09:24

followed by God's final judgment.

09:26

Other people think that the thousand years

09:28

are a symbol of Jesus' and the martyrs' present victory over
spiritual evil,

09:33

and that the two battles depict Jesus' future return from two
different angles.

09:37

Whichever view you take, the main point is clear: when Jesus
returns as king he will deal with evil forever

09:43

and he'll vindicate those who have been faithful to him.

[Q9]
09:46
The book concludes with a final vision of the marriage of
heaven and earth.
09:50
An angel shows John a stunning bride
09:53
that symbolizes the new creation that has come forever to join
God and his covenant people.
09:58
God announces that he's come to live with humanity forever
and that he's making all things new.
10:05
John's vision here is a kaleidoscope of Old Testament
promises.
10:09
This place is a new heavens and earth,
10:11
a restored creation that's healed of the pain and evil of human
history.
10:15
It's also a new Garden of Eden, the paradise of eternal life
with God.
10:20
But it's not simply a return back to the garden.
10:22
It's a step forward into a new Jerusalem, a great city
10:26
where human cultures and all their diversity work together in
peace and harmony before God.
10:31
And then, the most surprising twist of all,
10:32
there's no temple building in the new creation because the
presence of God
10:36
and the Lamb that were once limited to the temple now
permeate every square inch of the new world.
10:42
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And there's a new humanity there, fulfilling the calling placed
on them

10:46

all the way back on page one of the Bible: to rule as God's
image,

10:51

to partner together with God in taking this creation into new
and uncharted territory.

10:56

And so ends John's apocalypse and the epic storyline of the
whole Bible.

[Q10]
11:01
John did not write this book as a secret code for you to
decipher the timetable of Jesus' return.
11:07
It's a symbolic vision that brought hope and challenge to the
seven first century churches
11:12
and every generation of Christians since.
11:15
It reveals history's pattern and God's promise that every
human kingdom eventually becomes Babylon
11:21
and must be resisted in the power of the slain Lamb.
11:24
But there's a promise that Jesus who loved and died for this
world will not let Babylon go unchecked.
11:31
He will return one day to remove evil from his good world and
make all things new.
11:36
And that is a promise that should motivate faithfulness
11:39
in every generation of God's people until the King returns.
11:44
That's what the book of Revelation is all about.
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